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Symposium Speaker RFP

INVITATION TO DREDGEFEST
DredgeFest Great Lakes is an event about the human manipulation of sediments 
in the Great Lakes basin. It will take place in Duluth and Minneapolis, Minnesota 
over the week of August 14-21, 2015. It will consist of a symposium, field tours, 
and speculative design workshops, which collectively bring together government 
agencies, scientists, designers, theorists, academics, corporate practitioners, 
industry experts, students, and the public. We are looking for workshop leaders and 
symposium presenters.

DredgeFest begins with dredging, the linear industrial activity of uplifting sediments 
and transporting them to new locations. But DredgeFest is about much more than 
dredging. We believe that dredging is a key component of a much wider cycle 
of human practices that accelerate, decelerate, transport, and materially alter 
sediments. We are interested in how the full range of technologies, practices, and 
organizations operating within that wider cycle collectively alters sedimentary 
balances, both eroding and generating landscapes. DredgeFest Great Lakes is our 
third regional conference examining these issues.
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The Great Lakes basin is the largest source of surface freshwater in North America.  
Despite the size of this resource, it is by no means stable. Author William Ashworth 
uses the term “Late” to describe the lakes, as they are, geologically speaking, very 
young. At once landlocked and international, the basin’s lakes and landscapes have 
been extensively modified by human settlement and use. In the past two centuries 
of industrialization, the lakes’ edge conditions, bathymetry, ecosystems and water 
quality have all been significantly altered. Our ability (or inability) to recognize and 
respond to these shifting baselines mediates our understanding of the Great Lakes 
themselves. These emergent and transitional conditions have profound implications 
for the design, planning and management of the regional landscapes of the basin, 
from industrial ports to wildlife areas.

We invite submissions for symposium speakers for August 14-15, which respond 
specifically to one of five themes. The composition of sessions at DredgeFest varies, 
including panels, talks of various lengths, and other formats. Consequently, we are 
more interested in hearing what your expertise is and what you might speak about 
than in reading finished descriptions of specific presentations. We would then work 
with speakers to develop the form and content.

DredgeFest brings together government agencies, scientists, designers, theorists, 
academics, corporate practitioners, industry experts, students, and the public and 
we welcome submissions from all these walks of life. In particular, DredgeFest is 
focused on bringing local experts and practitioners to the stage. Past speakers have 
included representatives of the US Army Corps of Engineers, governmental agencies, 
economic development councils, practicing designers, dredge operators, citizen 
scientists, and volunteer activists.

Submission Requirements
 1. You: your name and affiliation (as well as title, if that is important)
 2. Theme: the symposium theme(s) you are proposing to speak within
 3. Proposal: up to 500 words, describing your expertise, what you might  
 speak about, and how it fits into the theme(s) you believe you best fit
 4. Links: optionally, any associated links that help support your proposal

Please submit as a single attachment in .doc format to 
drc@dredgeresearchcollaborative.org by April 1st 2015.
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DredgeFest Great Lakes investigates the shifting baselines of the region across five 
themes:

1. Freshwater Basin
The sustainability of North America’s largest source of freshwater is in question. 
The quality and quantity of water moving through the Great Lakes has changed 
significantly over the past century due to commercial shipping, legacy industrial land 
use, and agricultural production.

This theme is about how the Great Lakes region can respond to the challenges of its 
industrial legacies and coming changes to the ecosystem and climate.
 
Key questions include:

How have nutrient loads and industrial toxins spawned new environmental 
baselines, and how should these be managed, prevented, or utilized? 
How will altered water levels and accelerated climate change affect the basin? 
How will changes in the shipping industry or shifting demographic trends 
shape the basin and its ecosystems? 
How will a multitude of international stakeholders deal with these challenges, 
via policy or other actions?

 
2. Choreographing Sediments
Sediments are constantly in motion in the basin. In some places, there is too much 
sediment, which requires removal through industrial operations like dredging. In 
others, sediment is lacking, and it must be acquired through mining operations. 
This fluctuating regional network of surpluses and deficits is tightly linked to 
both industrial operations, including the use of the Great Lakes as a regional 
transportation system for bulk shipping, and to geomorphological processes, such as 
deposition and erosion.

This theme is about the circulation of sediments at a regional scale, and the 
opportunities available for managing or leveraging that circulation for new purposes.

Key questions include:
How might this regional and anthropogenic cycle of earth moving be better 
choreographed?   
How might sediment sources and sinks be anticipated, altered and used 
through new landscape strategies?  
Where and how might surpluses of dredged material be best used?  
What dynamic modeling techniques and representational concepts might be 
deployed to articulate these anthro-geologic cycles?
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3. Landscapes of Dredge
These large-scale manipulations driven by industrial, economic and geological 
processes have produced a great excess of clean and contaminated sediment around 
the shores of the basin. The result is a set of landscapes within the Great Lakes 
whose terrain—both above water and below—is fundamentally shaped by dredging 
and the disposal of dredged material. Focusing on these actual places provides an 
opportunity to explore questions that are technological and environmental, but also 
about cultural identity and history.  

This theme is about local sites at the muddy edges of water and land, considered 
across a broad range of characteristics, including material cycling, ecological 
performance aesthetics, and cultural significance.

Key questions include:
How are legacy dredge disposal landscapes presently being addressed? 
As we shift from a paradigm of disposal or confinement of dredge material 
to one of beneficial reuse, what are the optimal strategies and techniques for 
designing dredge landscapes?  
What are the performative criteria and capacity of these landscapes?   

4. New Economies
Novel environmental conditions and the social reactions and responses to those 
conditions present opportunities to recalibrate local and regional economies.  

This theme is about understanding the role of new kinds of commerce and industry, 
transforming in the face of a local and global economic context, and considering how 
those might grow out of past practices.

Key questions include:
How might new economic frameworks emerge from the oversights and 
environmental oversimplifications of the first wave of industrialization?  
What is the role of brownfields and other former industrial sites in emerging 
economies of the Basin? 
How can current waste streams, sediment regimes, and environmental 
excesses be leveraged to create new economic opportunities and 
connections? 
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5. Participation
A multitude of players are implicated in both the process and results of sediment 
movement, including varying populations, civic actors, private industry, and 
governmental organizations.  

This theme is about the relationships between these actors who play a role in 
determining the future of the landscapes of the Great Lakes region, tactics for 
negotiating between conflicting interests, and strategies for grappling with wicked 
problems.

Key questions include:
How might the breadth of participants in these landscapes be expanded, 
particularly in relationship to various publics? 
And what are the potential benefits and drawbacks of this additional level of 
participation? 
What are the roles and relationships of policy, governance, public voices and 
industry in shaping the future of the basin?  
What new instruments and modes of operation might beneficially affect 
participatory roles and opportunities?  
What are the existing possibilities and future potentials for citizen science, 
action and recreation in dredge landscapes?

Schedule
The dates of the three-part event are August 14-21, 2015. The current schedule is:

F 14 Symposium (Minneapolis)
S 15 Symposium (Minneapolis)
S 16 Public field tours (Duluth)
M 17 Workshop field tours (at workshop discretion)
T 18 Workshops (Minneapolis)
W 19 Workshops (Minneapolis)
T 20 Workshops (Minneapolis)
F 21 Presentation and discussion of Workshop results, Event Exhibition


